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Known for his photorealistic renderings of young women amidst natural settings, Israeli painter Yigal Ozeri uses his 
own photographs as reference material for his highly detailed oil paintings. His works have a subtle tone of allegory 
and fantasy, while simultaneously being incredibly realistic and almost indistinguishable from a photograph. 
 
Ozeri’s paintings explore portraits of young women posed alone and framed by the landscape. Many appear like 
film still, caught, unawares, unselfconsciously laughing, or moving through the backgrounds. Others gaze directly at 
the viewer in a somewhat challenging and unsettling manner. In some, all that is visible are fragments of the girls’ 
body - faces, limbs, richly textured garments. In every painting, Ozeri captures the vulnerability of the girl’s bodies, 
at the transitional age between youth and maturity. Ozeri begins his process for these paintings by bringing a 
photographic crew to verdant landscapes in which he places the young women within the final composition in 
order to get precisely the results he is seeking. After choosing among the resulting images, he takes these and 
begins the painting process. The results are cinematic portraits of almost photographic realism. Ozeri’s images are 
always a fragment of some ever-expanding world. His images represent an incident that ultimately includes the 
viewer outside the frame. As such, Ozeri’s paintings invite viewers to enter into a world defined by ephemerality, 
aloofness, and eroticism. Unlike what we see, these ineffable experiences open up a space of reflection, where the 
artworks come to exist and express their “self.” 
 
 
Yigal Ozeri (*1958) has exhibited extensively throughout Israel, Europe and the United States. Since 2012 he 
participates in the most extensive travelling exhibitions on photorealism “Painted illusions. Hyper Realism from 1967-
2012” so far. The exhibition was shown at Museum Thyssen-Bornemisza, Madrid, Gemeente Museum, Den Haag, Tate 
Gallery, London, Museo de Bellas Artes, Bilbao, Museum of Ixelles, Brussels, Kunsthal Rotterdam and MOMA, Tampa, 
Florida.. In 2017 his works were also part of the exhibition “From Lens to Eye to Hand - Photorealism 1969 to Today" at 
the Parrish Art Museum in Southampton, Long Island and in 2018 he had three shows in China and Japan.  
 

 


